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ORIENTATION

LEARNER BAIT

CURIOSITY  
HOOK 
Huh?

• How will I hook them 
into this topic?

• How can I set the 
scene for exploring 
biblical truths?

LEARNING CONTEXT

BIG PICTURE  
CONNECTION 
Aahh!

• How will I help my 
students discover 
relevance?

• How will I link to 
prior learning, other 
lessons, ideas and 
big-picture issues?

• How will I discover 
what is known and 
what is unknown?

EXPLORATION

ANIMATED LEARNING

MEMORABLE  
NARRATIVE 
Oooh!

• As teacher, how will I 
share the story of the 
Bible in a meaningful, 
memorable way?

• What will enthusiasm 
look like as I present the 
Bible story/passage?

ENGAGED LEARNING

DEEP, PURPOSEFUL 
EXPERIENCE 
Yeah!

• How will I use the 
Nine Intelligences to 
bring variety that will 
engage and motivate 
students to investigate 
the story/passage?

• How will I challenge 
them to think about 
and own their learning?

REFLECTION

HEART LEARNING

CONNECTION  
WITH GOD 
Wow!

• How will I, as a teacher, 
facilitate worship 
with my students?

• How can my students 
grow closer to God?

SOUL LEARNING

REFLECTIVE  
PRACTICE 
Mmm!

• How will I help students 
process the learning 
in a reflective way?

• How will I encourage 
thinking and personal 
reflection?

CELEBRATION

LIFE LEARNING

APPLICATION AND 
COMMITMENT 
Yes!

• How will I encourage 
new godly habits? 

• How can the learning 
make a difference in 
the real world 
as my students 
serve others?

KAIZEN LEARNING

LEARNING  
CELEBRATION 
Yahoo!

• How will I help my 
students share what 
they’ve learned?

• How will I truly celebrate 
students’ learning or 
new insights about God, 
and how will I honor 
them for their effort?
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Dear friend,

Moses, the reluctant leader, and a very large group of people who had 

been deprived from making decisions, were poised for one of the greatest 

escapes in history. They had seen the power and might of God as He 

decimated the land of Egypt, and they greatly needed a strong leader 

who would work with God to take them home to Canaan, their promised 

land. The words of an old song could have been the theme song of this 

leader: “My Lord knows the way through the wilderness, all I have to do is 

follow.” This is exactly what the Israelites had to do. They had to put their 

trust and lives in the hands of Moses and through him, God.

Today, finding good leaders is a challenge. The criteria are like shifting 

sands. God knew what qualities He needed in a man to complete this 

important task, and He chose Moses. What qualities do you see in the 

children in your class that might one day help them to blossom into strong 

leaders who will lead others to Jesus?  

We are also on a journey home. We want our friends and family to be 

home in the Promised Land with us. The children in your class deserve 

every opportunity to also make that journey. Today, may you be the strong 

spiritual leader they need to help them realize this dream. Give them a 

true vision of the Promised Land!

Blessings,

Dianne Hillsdon

WORDS TO LIVE BY
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WORDS TO PLAN BY

TRANSFORMATIONAL PHASE CONTENT FOCUS

Learner Bait • Complete an obstacle course blindfolded and with eyes open.

Learning Context
• Explore the meaning of the word “awesome” using picture cues.
• Complete a Listen and Do task to demonstrate careful listening and 

prompt obedience.

Animated Learning • Narrate the story of the escape from Egypt using a shofar  
(ram’s horn).

Engaged Learning
• Play Follow the Leader.
• Introduce the concept of God holding my hand and leading me.

Heart Learning

• Introduce and explore God as Jehovah Sabaoth:  The Lord of  
Hosts (Armies).

• Add the white panel to the classroom canopy.  Explore the 
significance of this color.

Soul Learning
• Explore the meaning of Isaiah 49:16a.
• Respond by creating a journal entry on how to let God be our Leader.

Life Learning • Discuss the qualities of a good leader, and display those qualities 
using role-play activities.

Kaizen Learning • Explore Miriam’s song as a song of celebration.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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2.5 ISAAC (CHOOSING TO TRUST)

UNIT LEARNING 
INTENTION

We are learning that God, 
Israel’s Leader, provided a 
way through an impossible 
situation because He loved 
His people.

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How can God be our Leader? 

BIG IDEA God provides a way when we admit that we can’t do it on our own and ask 
Him to lead us. 

THE ISSUES God’s Power, God’s Provision and Protection, Holding God’s Hand So He 
Can Lead, Ways I Can Be a Leader, God is the Victor Over Armies

SPIRITUAL 
GROWTH 

FOCUS

 Vision
 Gospel
 Lordship
 Presence

FUNDAMENTAL 
BELIEFS

  3: Father 
10: Experience of Salvation

UNIT 
DURATION

5 hours 

UNIT CONTEXT

This unit continues an exploration 
of the way God protected 
and provided for His children, 
the Israelites. At the end of the 
evening of the Passover, the 
Israelites had gathered all their 
belongings and were ready 
to depart Egypt. They were to 
leave behind centuries of slavery 
and oppression as they stepped 
out into unknown territory with 
God. Moses had shown himself 
to be a worthy leader, and God 
had proven His power over the 
gods of Egypt. 

Now they were to see how  
God was willing and powerfully 
able to see them through 
the most challenging of 
circumstances and to protect 
them and provide for their needs 
in startling ways. 

OLD TESTAMENT SERIES UNIT RESOURCES

MY GOD PROTECTS AND PROVIDES 

  2.1 Salvation  
(Son-Seeker Safari)

 2.2 God Protects Moses 
(Birth & Childhood)

 2.3 God Prepares Moses 
(Shepherd Training)

 2.4 God Frees His People 
(Freedom in Sight)

 2.5 God Provides a Way 
(The Exodus)

 2.6 God Provides for Needs 
(Wilderness Experiences)

 2.8 God Provides His Presence 
(Wilderness Wanderings)

 2.9 God Provides a Church 
(The Spirit of Prophecy)

Teacher References
• Byers, C., The Forever Stories,  

Vol. 3, Ch. 2, “The Day Nobody 
Could Forget.” pp. 20-25 

• Neff, M. L., Champions of Faith, 
Vol. 2, Conquering Heroes,  
Ch. 4, “Last Night in Egypt.”  
Read p. 32 through to Ch. 5,  
“Water from the Rock,”  
to end of p. 39

• White, E. G.,  
Patriarchs and Prophets,  
Ch. 27: The Exodus

Unit Resources Folder
• Unit outline 

• All graphic 
Appendices 

Unit Resources Kit
• Shofar horn 

• Story Posters:  
“The Red Sea 1,”  
“The Red Sea 2,”  
“Closing Waters”
Artwork by Lars Justinen, 
Justinen Creative Group. 
Used by permission. Sabbath 
School and Personal Ministries 
Department, General 
Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church.

The Specialty Unit 2.7, Christmas  
(Thank You, Jesus) can be inserted into 
this series at the appropriate time.

The internet is ever changing. As with any resource, over time — 
good things may come to an end. Please check all links well in 
advance in the event you need to find an alternative resource.
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UNIT STANDARDS OVERARCHING STANDARDS

B.1-4.BF.9 Refer to details and examples when explaining a Bible passage 
or drawing inferences.

B.1-4.RO.5 In the context of the lives of biblical characters, analyze healthy 
responses to positive and negative feelings in a variety of situations.

B.1-4.BF.11 Determine the main idea of a Bible passage and explain how 
it is supported by key details; summarize the passage and share with 
others.

B.1-4.RG.5 Discuss promises and passages in the Bible that show the 
qualities of God’s character.

B.1-4.BF.13 Summarize what selected Bible passages reveal about God 
and identify their practical applications for daily life.

B.1-4.BK.10 Provide evidence that God had a plan for redemption before 
sin began and continues to love us in spite of our sin.

B.1-4.RO.1 Determine that self-worth comes from recognizing that God 
paid a high price for us and that He wants to spend eternity with us.

B.1-4.RO.16 Recognize that each person has been given unique talents 
and spiritual gifts by God.

PLEASE NOTE: These Overarching Standards apply across the grade-level units. Unlike the Unit 
Standards, they are not specifically identified within each unit. Please select and insert the 
Overarching Standards you plan to address in this particular unit to best suit your children’s needs.

B.1-4.BF.5 Memorize the books of the Bible in order and locate specific Bible passages by book, chapter, 
and verse.

B.1-4.BF.8 Make personal connections between Bible study and its application to daily living.

B.1-4.BF.12 Memorize passages of Scripture.

B.1-4.RG.16 Recognize that worshiping together strengthens our characters and equips us to help others.

B.1-4.RG.17  Share examples of how we can grow spiritually by both talking and listening to God in prayer.

B.1-4.RG.18 Participate in prayer and worship of God.

B.1-4.RG.19 Experience daily time alone with God to deepen our commitment to Jesus.

B.1-4.RO.4 Identify and demonstrate important personal values (e.g., honesty, kindness, respect, humility).

B.1-4.RO.19 Explore various ways of witnessing, including face-to-face and the use of technology.

TREASURE VERSES ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The Treasure Verses for this unit are:

A. Isaiah 41:13 “I am the LORD your God. I take hold of your right hand. I say to you ‘Do not be afraid.  
I will help you.’” (NLT)

B. Isaiah 49:16a “See, I have written your name on the palms of my hands.” (NLT)

C. Psalm 75:9  “But as for me, I will always proclaim what God has done. I will sing praises to the God of 
Israel.” (NLT)

Children can add small Treasure Verse cards to a loose-leaf ring collection they will build up throughout the 
elementary grades.

Creative Director

Production Manager

Principal Writer

Artwork 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ideas Team

Lanelle Cobbin

NAD Elementary Bible Committee

Dianne Hillsdon

Felicity Thomson 
 Alena Robertson  (SAU, Illustration) 

 Hannah Justinen  (SAU, Illustration) 

 Hannah Leung  (SAU, Illustration) 

 Kacey Layson  (SAU, Illustration) 

 Rebecca Johnson  (SAU, Illustration) 

 Jesse Rademacher  (SAU, Illustration) 

 Myles Ketelsen  (SAU, Layout) 

 Pegi Flynt  (SAU, Project Management)

Dianne Hillsdon 
Sarita Butler 
Lanelle Cobbin

STANDARDS 
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UNIT PREPARATION 

THINGS TO DO BEFORE YOU BEGIN MATERIALS

1. Read through the whole unit to gain a sense of its direction and flow. Identify how you would like to adapt it in light of your local 
circumstances and class group. Remember that the Bible is your textbook. Look for ways to open and read it every day. Some 
assessment suggestions are made at the end of the unit, or you may choose to create your own.

• Unit outline

2. All appendices materials are available in the Unit Resources Folder on the Adventist Learning Community website. Print and 
assemble all graphic materials you wish to use from this site. Laminate, if possible, for durability. 

• Adventist Learning Community website 

• Unit Resources Folder

3. Explore your timetable and look for opportunities to integrate suggested ideas into other learning areas. Preview the Fundamental 
Beliefs in Appendix B and look for ways to reinforce their focus. • Fundamental Beliefs: Appendix B

4. Look for opportunities to adapt the learning experiences described in the unit outline to make best use of the technologies 
available in your school.

5. Select which Treasure Verses you would like to teach your children. Print the appropriate posters. Reduced-sized versions of the 
Treasure Verse Posters are available in the Unit Resources Folder. Children can add verses to a loose-leaf ring collection that they 
build up throughout the elementary grades.

• Treasure Verse Posters:  
Unit Resources Folder,  
Sample: Appendix A

6. This unit makes use of the shofar horn. Practice using it so you can capture the children’s attention with it. You may also like to 
secure a strong stick that can be used as Moses’ staff, for use within the unit.

• Shofar: Unit Resources Kit

• Long, sturdy stick/branch,  
sourced by you

7. Borrow a tambourine and other percussion instruments from your music department. These will be needed in Kaizen Learning. • Tambourine and other percussion 
instruments supplied by teacher

8. Review the Classroom Tent Canopy Instructions (introduced in Unit 2.2). • White fabric for classroom canopy 

9. There are two prominent features that run through this series of six units: one is a tent canopy structure using a specific range of 
colors. You will have made a structure at the beginning of the series and will have added different colored cloth or crepe paper 
to this canopy in each unit. This unit adds a white panel to this canopy. The color of this cloth will represent a dominant feature 
of the particular Bible story explored. The last unit in the series will focus on the Sanctuary, and by this time the students will be 
working under a canopy of colors that will then also be seen to be colors that feature in the Sanctuary.

10. The other emphasized element in this series is that each unit will introduce a different name for God during Heart Learning. These 
names will be attached under the canopy panel to provide a sense that we can live under God’s love and protection. By the 
end of the series, the students should have a strong sense of being protected and provided for by our loving God, which is the 
Grade 2 theme. The name of God explored in this unit is Jehovah Sabaoth (the Lord of Hosts).

• Jehovah Sabaoth Title Poster: Unit 
Resources Folder, Sample: Appendix I
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ORIENTATION ·  Learner Bait 1
Duration: 20 minutes

FOCUS UNIT STANDARDS LEARNING EXPERIENCES RESOURCES

Explore 
feelings 
experienced 
when being 
led without 
being able to 
see where you 
are going. 

DO Have children complete a human chain obstacle course. To do this, invite them to 
join hands and form a line. The person at the front of the line should be someone 
responsible, as he/she is going to be the leader. This activity has several phases, but 
order is not important. The leader can be changed for each activity. 

1. All children except the leader will have their eyes closed or be blindfolded. The 
leader will lead the line of children around the classroom weaving in and out of 
the chairs and desks. 

2. Repeat the activity, but this time, allow everyone to have their eyes open. 

3. If possible, blindfold all or part of the group, including the leader. Children should 
still hold hands in a line. Have one child (or the teacher) give directions to the 
blindfolded leader, who then has to lead the entire group around the classroom, 
following the given directions. 

Blindfolds (one per student)

Debrief the 
experience 
of being led. 

 DISCUSS Discuss the experience.

• How did you feel being led by someone who could see? 

• How did you feel being led by someone who was blindfolded? 

• Did you bump into anything? 

• Were you tempted to peek? 

• Did you peek? Why? 

• Can you show us the way your leader took you around the classroom when your 
eyes were closed?   

• What was the hardest part of this activity? 

• Who was the best leader? What was it that made that person the best leader? 

Recognize 
that Moses, 
Israel’s leader, 
was holding 
God’s hand, 
and God 
had a plan. 

B.1-4.BF.9  
Refer to details 
and examples 
when 
explaining a 
Bible passage 
or drawing 
inferences.

DISCUSS

  

  

  

• What kind of leader has Moses been so far? 

To help answer this question, print and display the five Bible Story Illustrations that show 
the story of Moses up until the current place in the story. Place each picture on a 
different desk. Invite children to walk around the pictures* and write words to describe 
Moses’ leadership in that situation around the illustration. Then share together, inviting 
the children to clarify their responses. 

• What makes you say that?

Bible Story Illustrations:  
Unit Resources Folder, 
Sample: Appendix C 
 
*In a multi-grade setting, you 
may want to pair up older and 
younger children for this activity. 

NINE INTELLIGENCES  Verbal/Linguistic      Logical      Visual      Kinesthetic      Musical      Interpersonal      Intrapersonal      Natural      Spiritual
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ORIENTATION ·  Learning Context 2
Duration: 70 minutes

FOCUS UNIT STANDARDS LEARNING EXPERIENCES RESOURCES

Review and 
contextualize 
this unit 
content. 

B.1-4.RO.5  
In the context 
of the lives 
of biblical 
characters, 
analyze healthy 
responses to 
positive and 
negative feelings 
in a variety of 
situations.

ROLE-PLAY Ask children to imagine the night the Israelites left Egypt.* Invite them to take on the 
role of one of the Israelites whose moment has finally come. Give individual children 
or groups of children a sound or a call to make (e.g., sheep baaing, cows mooing, 
children calling out to moms or dads, moms or dads calling out to lost children, 
musical instruments playing, objects banging together, etc.). 

Have them then hold a pile of bulky objects (e.g., books, school bag, etc.) and all 
make their sounds at once. Try to give them an instruction to follow while all the noise 
is happening. 

OR

Pretend to be an interviewer with a microphone. Stop some children to interview 
them like a live TV reporter. Focus in on the emotions they are feeling as they finally 
leave. (By way of review, include questions that will help them share the instructions 
that were given to them by God so they would be prepared to leave quickly.)

OR

To reinforce the experience of this process, play the Dressing Relay game. 

• What things would you take if you had to leave quickly like the Israelites did?  

Use the shofar to catch the children’s attention. Then read Exodus 12:31-42. Stress the 
size of the adventure that the people were about to undertake. 

*If helpful, show the pictures 
on pp. 20-23 from Vol. 3 of The 
Forever Stories 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Microphone

 

Dressing Relay Instructions: 
Appendix E 

Clothing for the Dressing Relay

Shofar: Unit Resources Kit 

Bible

Imagine the 
scene the 
night the 
Israelites  
left Egypt. 

B.1-4.BF.9  
Refer to details 
and examples 
when explaining 
a Bible passage 
or drawing 
inferences.

CREATE/IMAGINE Create a Y Chart of what the Israelites could see, hear, and feel as the groups 
gathered. Distribute the chart in Appendix F to groups of four children. Give them one 
minute to write as many things as they can on the page under any heading. Then 
swap the paper with the next group and repeat, adding to the same list or starting a 
new one. 

Y Chart:  
Unit Resources Folder,  
Sample: Appendix F

Imagine the 
challenges of 
a large group 
of people 
with all their 
belongings. 

SHOW/DISCUSS Locate a picture of a very large group of people. 

Discuss some of the problems a big group like the Israelites would have faced when it 
came to being organized and working as a good team.

• What would they have had to do to be helpful and not face problems because of 
the size of their group? 

Picture provided by you from 
the internet or another source

Define 
“awesome.” 

DO 
 
 
 
 

 

SHARE

Distribute the Awesome Cards to each child and have them pair up with another 
person. Have them secretly look at their pictures and decide on their top four choices 
that depict what “awesome” is. Then have them place the cards facedown in order 
(use the number cards in Appendix D). To help with this, have their partner line up their 
choices facedown opposite this row. At an appointed time, have them turn over their 
cards and see how many of their choices were the same.                  

OR 

Give each child an uncut page of the Awesome Cards. Have them sit in pairs, back-
to-back, and place four counters on their favorite pictures. They can then turn around 
and compare, or compare their choices with the teacher’s choice.                                                          

The Israelites knew something awesome was about to happen; they just didn’t know 
what it was. 

• What might God do? Let’s find out …

Awesome Cards:  
Unit Resources Folder, 
Sample: Appendix D

PLEASE NOTE:  Take note now 
which pictures were the most 
popular to describe “awesome” 
for use in Kaizen Learning. 

Counters or small marker items

Awesome Cards:  
Unit Resources Folder, 
Sample: Appendix D 

NINE INTELLIGENCES  Verbal/Linguistic      Logical      Visual      Kinesthetic      Musical      Interpersonal      Intrapersonal      Natural      Spiritual
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EXPLORATION ·  Animated Learning Duration: 70 minutes
3

FOCUS UNIT STANDARDS LEARNING EXPERIENCES RESOURCES

Prepare 
children 
for the  
story content.

PLAY GAME Have your children form two lines facing each other. They will lie down with their feet 
touching those of a partner who is in the other line. Select a leader who will walk 
through the line of feet. As he/she goes, the children will raise their feet up toward the 
ceiling quickly so the leader can pass through. Practice slowly so no one touches the 
leader. (Ensure safety is maintained.) Then have the leader move faster and faster as 
you repeat the action. The leader can call out “Save us!” to indicate the legs are to 
be raised.*

Before you share the stories below, ask the children to be ready to tell you how this 
game reminds them of how God saved His children in an awesome way.

*Adapted from  
The Game is Up, Book One,  
by TnT Ministries, 2002, p. 50

  READ Read Treasure Verse A, Isaiah 41:13. “I am the LORD your God. I take hold of your right 
hand. I say to you ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’” (NLT) Let’s see how God did this 
with His children, the Israelites.    

Treasure Verse Posters: 
Unit Resources Folder, 
Sample: Appendix A  

Explore the 
stories of the 
Exodus from 
Egypt through 
to the  
crossing of 
the Red Sea. 

TELL STORIES
 
 
 
 

You may want to tell the story in three parts, moving to three different locations 
for each part of the story. Refer to Appendix G for added Storytelling Instructions 
together with response activities for each story. 

Story 1: The Israelites depart from Egypt and advance into the hot desert.

Story 2: God provides a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

Story 3: The Israelites are pursued by the Egyptians and cross the Red Sea. 

After this story is shared, be sure to reflect back on the game played above and how 
it relates to the story.

Storytelling Instructions:  
Appendix G 

White 8.5 x 11 inch paper, 
red crepe paper, blue crepe 
paper strips for each student

Story Posters: 
“The Red Sea 1,”  
“The Red Sea 2,”  
“Closing Waters”:  
Unit Resources Kit

Read the 
relevant Bible 
passages to 
reinforce the 
main points 
of the story. 

READ Use Bibles to find key parts of the story from Exodus 12, 13:17-22, and 14. Emphasize 
the power and protection of God through these scenarios. 

Bibles

B.1-4.BF.9  
Refer to details 
and examples 
when 
explaining a 
Bible passage 
or drawing 
inferences.

B.1-4.BF.11  
Determine 
the main idea 
of a Bible 
passage and 
explain how 
it is supported 
by key details; 
summarize 
the passage 
and share 
with others.

DISCUSS/
CONFIRM  

FROM THE BIBLE

Have children find the verses that answer the following questions, then discuss them. 
When each verse is found, the children can raise their hands and call out “God is my 
Leader!” to show they’ve found it. 

In Genesis 15:14 (NLT), God says that His people would “come away with great wealth.”

• Can you find the part in Exodus 12 where this promise was kept? (Exodus 12:35) 

• Can you find the part where God led the people in a roundabout way to the Red 
Sea? (Exodus 13:18) Why do you think He did this?

• Can you find the part where God did something to protect His people and allow 
them to keep traveling quickly? (Exodus 13:21)  

• Can you find the part where it says “The Lord himself will fight for you”? 
(Exodus14:14) Did the Israelites have to fight the Egyptians at all? How did God fight 
for them?

• Can you find the part where the water rose up and made a path for them to travel 
through? (Exodus 14: 21,22)  

• What do you think the Israelites could see and feel? What did they do when they 
saw the water rise up and a path was provided for them? (Imagine their response.)

Bibles 
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Read texts 
about the  
might of God. 

B.1-4.RG.5  
Discuss 
promises and 
passages in the 
Bible that show 
the qualities 
of God’s 
character.

READ Read several texts that show the might, power, and awesomeness of God:  
Ephesians 6:10, Luke 1:37, Jeremiah 32:27  

• How do these texts make you feel about God?   

Teaching Point: I can choose to have God as my Leader because He is big enough 
and powerful enough to follow, and He loves me. 

Bibles  

 

Play a game 
to highlight 
the idea that 
we have to 
be watching 
carefully to  
see how God  
is leading. 

B.1-4.BF.13  
Summarize 
what selected 
Bible passages 
reveal about 
God and 
identify their 
practical 
applications for 
daily life.

DO Play a game of follow the leader.  

 ¾ Have children sit in a circle. One child will sit in the middle with eyes closed  
or blindfolded. 

 ¾ The rest of the children will secretly choose a leader.  

 ¾ The leader starts an action (e.g., head patting, clapping, knee patting, or a 
combination) with the rest of the group copying the action. 

 ¾ The child in the middle opens his/her eyes or takes off the blindfold and watches 
closely while the class secretly follows the actions of their chosen leader.  

 ¾ The child in the middle needs to watch closely to see who changes their action first, 
which will signify the secret leader. 

 ¾ When found, the children switch places.   

 

Blindfold

 DISCUSS/
CONFIRM 

FROM THE BIBLE 

God wants to be our Leader. Are we going to keep our eyes open and watch for  
His leading? 

  

NINE INTELLIGENCES  Verbal/Linguistic      Logical      Visual      Kinesthetic      Musical      Interpersonal      Intrapersonal      Natural      Spiritual

FOCUS UNIT STANDARDS LEARNING EXPERIENCES RESOURCES

EXPLORATION ·  Engaged Learning Duration: 70 minutes
4



15

©
 A

D
V

EN
TIST EN

C
O

U
N

TER C
U

RRIC
U

LU
M

2.5 TH
E EX

O
D

U
S (G

O
D

 PR
O

V
ID

ES A
 W

A
Y)

REFLECTION ·  Heart Learning Duration: 30 minutes
5

FOCUS UNIT STANDARDS LEARNING EXPERIENCES RESOURCES

Understand 
the meaning 
of another of 
God’s names. 

B.1-4.RG.5  
Discuss 
promises and 
passages in the 
Bible that show 
the qualities 
of God’s 
character.

B.1-4.BK.10  
Provide 
evidence 
that God had 
a plan for 
redemption 
before sin 
began and 
continues to 
love us in spite 
of our sin.

DISCUSS/READ Show the Title Poster of God’s Name, Jehovah Sabaoth – The Lord of Hosts (of Armies). 

• Why do you think this is a good name for God as we see Him in this story?  

• When did you see this characteristic of God in this story?   

• Describe God’s leading in this story. (Link this back to the Awesome Cards.)

• Had the people done anything to deserve being saved in this way? Why did God 
save them then?  

Teaching Point: They were His children, He loved them. Love saves. This was a kind of 
object lesson to show how Jesus would save us all from sin.

Jehovah Sabaoth Title Poster: 
Unit Resources Folder, 
Sample: Appendix I

Acknowledge 
how the 
tent/canopy 
illustrates 
how God 
covers and 
protects us.

DISCUSS Place the fourth colored panel in the classroom canopy. 

• Why is white a good color to remind us of the story of the Israelites’ escape through 
the Red Sea? Pair/Share for 60 seconds, then discuss as a class.  

Teaching Point: White represents the cloud that shaded the people by day and 
the white, foaming water in the walls of the Red Sea. This was the moment of God’s 
victory over the host of armies that were chasing the Israelites.

White canopy/tent panel  

Illustrate  
the story.

B.1-4.BF.11  
Determine 
the main idea 
of a Bible 
passage and 
explain how 
it is supported 
by key details; 
summarize 
the passage 
and share 
with others.

DO Have children complete the Gate-Fold Activity (instructions in Appendix J), which will 
open to show the crowd of Israelites that passed through the Red Sea. This can be a 
take-home reminder they can use to retell the story at home.

Gate-Fold Activity:  
Unit Resources Folder,  
Sample: Appendix J

Reflect on  
one of  
God’s names.

REFLECT Attach the Title Poster beneath the new canopy panel.  

Play reflective music as you invite the children to sit or lie under the four colored 
panels of the canopy.  

Review the meaning and relevance of each in the stories that have been explored.  

Jehovah Sabaoth Title Poster: 
Unit Resources Folder, 
Sample: Appendix I

Reflective music of your choice

Repeat the 
Treasure Verse.

B.1-4.BF.13  
Summarize 
what selected 
Bible passages 
reveal about 
God and 
identify their 
practical 
applications 
for daily life.

SAY Invite children to whisper the Treasure Verse together as you sit/lie there: “I am the 
LORD your God. I take hold of your right hand. I say to you ‘Do not be afraid. I will help 
you.’” Isaiah 41:13 (NLT) 

Treasure Verse Posters:  
Unit Resources Folder, 
Sample: Appendix A

Bibles

Imagine 
holding God’s 
hand.

REFLECT Ask them to close their eyes and imagine God’s big hands holding their hands right 
now and protecting them under His canopy of love. 

NINE INTELLIGENCES  Verbal/Linguistic      Logical      Visual      Kinesthetic      Musical      Interpersonal      Intrapersonal      Natural      Spiritual



16

©
 A

D
V

EN
TIST EN

C
O

U
N

TER C
U

RRIC
U

LU
M

2.5 TH
E EX

O
D

U
S (G

O
D

 PR
O

V
ID

ES A
 W

A
Y)

REFLECTION ·  Soul Learning6
Duration: 50 minutes

FOCUS UNIT STANDARDS LEARNING EXPERIENCES RESOURCES

Experiment 
with the 
concept of 
the size of 
God’s hand. 

DO/SING Have groups of children choose a leader, then see how many members of the group 
can hold the leader’s hand. There is only one hand, and everyone must be touching 
part of the leader’s hand.  

• Which group’s leader can hold the most hands?  

Now try the same activity using the teacher’s hand.  

• Is the teacher’s hand able to hold more hands? Why? 

• Do we really walk around holding Jesus’ hand?  What do you think it means to 
“hold Jesus’ hand”? 

• How big must God’s hands be to hold us all? 

Sing the song, “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands.”*   
*Search online for lyrics and tune 
for educational purposes

Explore the 
idea of God’s 
hand holding 
mine. 

DO Explore the concept of God’s hand holding mine and leading me. 

Show the large Hand Template. This represents God’s leading hand.  

Give each child a small Hand Template.  

Show pictures from The Forever Stories or Champions of Faith to review moments from 
the Jacob, Isaac, and Joseph stories (covered in Grade 1). 

When the children think they hear of a time when someone trusted God’s leading, 
they can bring their small Hand Template and place it in God’s large Hand Template. 
Let them know they need to be ready to explain their choices.   

Hand Templates:  
Unit Resources Folder, 
Sample: Appendix K

Pictures from The Forever 
Stories or Champions of Faith 
(used in Grade 1)

Understand 
how precious 
we are to 
God.  

B.1-4.RO.1  
Determine 
that self-worth 
comes from 
recognizing 
that God paid 
a high price for 
us and that He 
wants to spend 
eternity with us.

READ/RESPOND Read Treasure Verse B, Isaiah 49:16a: “See, I have written your name on the palms of 
my hands.” (NLT)  Not only can God lead us, provide for us, and hold our hands, but 
we are so special that He writes our names on His hand. 

Show the enlarged Hand Template again. As the children are adding the Treasure 
Verse card to their loose-leaf rings, invite them to move in small groups and write their 
own name on the large Hand Template. 

Display the Treasure Verse B Poster and repeat it a number of times, each time 
interspersing the verse with the children’s names written on the Hand Template.  

Bibles 

Treasure Verse Posters:  
Unit Resources Folder,  
Sample: Appendix A 

Hand Templates:  
Unit Resources Folder,  
Sample: Appendix K

Respond to 
God’s love. 

B.1-4.BF.13 
Summarize  
what selected 
Bible passages 
reveal about 
God and identify 
their practical 
applications for 
daily life.

DO At the top of the large Hand Template, write God’s name: Jehovah Sabaoth.  If the 
children would like to say thank you to Jesus for writing their names on His hand and 
for being willing to “take hold of our right hand,” have them either write “Thank you 
Jesus, Love _________” on a small hand template, or draw around their own hand and 
cut it out and write this sentence on it. 

They can then place their cutout hands in the large Hand Template of God in 
between their written names. 

Hand Templates:  
Unit Resources Folder,  
Sample: Appendix K

Identify ways 
we can hold 
God’s hand  
in life. 

APPLY Invite children to write in their Encounter Journals ways they can show they are 
putting their small hand in God’s big hand, to allow Him to be their Leader. You  
may want to use some sentence starters to guide this (e.g., I can let God lead my life 
by … ,  I can show God I want Him to be my Leader by … , etc.).

Encounter Journals

Reflective music of your choice 

NINE INTELLIGENCES  Verbal/Linguistic      Logical      Visual      Kinesthetic      Musical      Interpersonal      Intrapersonal      Natural      Spiritual
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Duration: 60 minutesCELEBRATION ·  Life Learning7

FOCUS UNIT STANDARDS LEARNING EXPERIENCES RESOURCES

Declare the 
Treasure Verse.

B.1-4.RO.16  
Recognize that 
each person 
has been given 
unique talents 
and spiritual 
gifts by God.

SHOW/DECLARE Show the illustration of Moses. Moses was a great leader. He was great because he 
put his hand into the hand of God and showed the people how to depend on God. 
He could say the words of Treasure Verse C, “But as for me, I will always proclaim what 
God has done. I will sing praises to the God of Israel.” Psalm 75:9 (NLT)

Pretend to be Moses and say this verse confidently together. Then say it as yourselves, 
knowing it to still be true. Invite some children to say it in their own words.

Moses Illustration:  
Unit Resources Folder, 
Sample: Appendix L

Treasure Verse Posters:  
Unit Resources Folder,  
Sample: Appendix A

Bibles
Explore  
qualities of a 
good leader.

B.1-4.BF.9  
Refer to details 
and examples 
when 
explaining a 
Bible passage 
or drawing 
inferences.

B.1-4.BF.13  
Summarize 
what selected 
Bible passages 
reveal about 
God and 
identify their 
practical 
applications 
for daily life.

 

DISCUSS Discuss: 

• How does this verse help us understand what wise leaders do?  

• What other qualities did Moses have that made him a great leader? Write these on 
the Moses Illustration.

• When we vote for our school captains/student leaders each year, what qualities 
do we look for? Brainstorm a list.

• Is being popular the most important thing? Why or why not?

• What qualities does God have that make Him the best Leader? (Reflect back on 
the story of the Exodus.)

Generate a list 
of leadership 
qualities. 

AFFIRM  
EACH OTHER 

Look at your brainstormed list of qualities important for a good class leader. Invite 
children to think about others in their class and share the leadership quality/qualities 
they see in each other. Encourage them to speak directly to a person: “_______, I think 
you show us ________and ________. God is helping you become a good leader.” 

Record 
encouraging 
words.

INTEGRATION 
OPTION

You may want to make a chart with each student’s name at the top, and have 
everyone write their thoughts from the above activity as a permanent record of their 
affirmation and encouragement. 

Large piece of paper

Apply 
leadership 
qualities 
in real-life 
situations. 

Analyze  
role-plays. 

DRAMATIZE/
PERFORM 

Ask children to work in groups to role-play a situation where a good leader is needed.  
Sample scenarios: when we do group work, when we are outside playing and we 
see something happen that isn’t right, when others are disrupting our learning, when 
organizing a game at recess, etc.

Have each group perform their skit. The rest of the class will decide what is happening 
and how skit characters showed strong leadership. Refer back to the brainstormed list 
on what makes a good leader. Being a good leader is all about putting my hand into 
the hand of the best Leader, God. 

REFLECT For personal reflection, “What change could you make to be an even better leader 
for God?” 

NINE INTELLIGENCES  Verbal/Linguistic      Logical      Visual      Kinesthetic      Musical      Interpersonal      Intrapersonal      Natural      Spiritual
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REFLECTION ·  Kaizen Learning Duration: 30 minutes
8

FOCUS UNIT STANDARDS LEARNING EXPERIENCES RESOURCES

READ PLEASE NOTE:  Tap a tambourine as you read the following.

Explain that the Israelite people sang songs for lots of reasons and victory was one of 
them. Read Exodus 15:1-6 (short version) or 1-11 (long version), both of which share 
the victory song Miriam and the women sang after God gave them the victory over 
Pharaoh and his army.  

Tambourine  

Bibles 

Explore how 
the Israelites 
celebrated in 
song about  
the victory  
God had  
given them. 

  LISTEN/DO Listen to the song “The Horse and Rider” (alternatively, sing “My God is so Big”).  

Use percussion instruments, particularly tambourines, and have the children respond 
with creative movement. (You may like to teach them the Jewish movements as per 
the YouTube clip.) 

If using “Horse and Rider,” see if children can find any of the words of Exodus 15 in the 
words of the song. 

“Horse and Rider”:  
youtube.com/watch? 
v=hAd-2nnLxGU   

OR 

Search for an alternate clip

Tambourines and  
percussion instruments

Awesome Cards:  
Unit Resources Folder,  
Sample: Appendix D

A picture of your choice 
depicting the Red Sea Crossing

Choose to 
be a better 
leader for 
God. 

 REFLECT/RANK

 

Show the Awesome Cards that were voted most popular in the activity in Learning 
Context. Reduce and print a picture of the Red Sea event so it is the same size as the 
other cards, and compare this event to their former selections. 

OR

Have children rank all the Awesome Cards again (including the Red Sea picture) and 
offer a reason for their choice.

PRAY “Thank you, God, for holding Moses’ hand and leading the Israelites out of Egypt  
in such an awesome way. Help me to put my hand in Yours, so I can be a good 
leader too.”

NINE INTELLIGENCES  Verbal/Linguistic      Logical      Visual      Kinesthetic      Musical      Interpersonal      Intrapersonal      Natural      Spiritual
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ASSESSMENT

Student Name: 

ASSESSMENT TASKS
STANDARDS ASSESSED
(Formative and Summative)

ASSESSMENT
SELF PEER TEACHER OVERALL

Many Formative Assessment tasks can be 
found throughout the unit. Below are a few 
selected samples.

Assessment One: 
Role-Play Reflection (Life Learning) 

The students will: Develop and perform a role-play 
that highlights qualities of a leader. 

Task: Listen and assess the children’s responses to 
the group role-plays performed in Life Learning. 
Assess their ability to recall the qualities of a good 
leader as shown in the role-plays.

B.1-4.BF.13 Summarize what 
selected Bible passages 
reveal about God and 
identify their practical 
applications for daily life.

Assessment Two: 
Reflective Journaling (Soul Learning)

The students will: Synthesize learning through 
written expression.

Task: Complete a reflective journal entry showing 
an understanding of concepts explored.

B.1-4.BF.11 Determine the main 
idea of a Bible passage and 
explain how it is supported 
by key details; summarize 
the passage and share with 
others.

B.1-4.BF.13 Summarize what 
selected Bible passages 
reveal about God and 
identify their practical 
applications for daily life.

Assessment Three:

PLEASE NOTE: The inclusion of self, peer, and teacher assessment on this page may not necessarily be relevant for the specific assessment tasks listed here.
They are simply a visual reminder for you to consider all three forms as you plan your assessment tasks for the whole year.

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
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ASSESSMENT

Date Implemented: 

The suggested timing for Summative Assessments is toward the end of a unit before the Kaizen Learning phase.

OBJECTIVES PRIORITY STANDARDS ASSESSED

Essential Question: How can God be our leader?

Big Idea: God provides a way when we admit that we can’t do it on our own and ask Him to lead us.

 self-assessment      peer-assessment      teacher-assessment

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT



21
© ADVENTIST ENCOUNTER CURRICULUM

2.5 THE EXODUS (GOD PROVIDES A WAY)

ASSESSMENT

Date Implemented: 

In the following sections, please use a scale of 1 to 5: 1 = low, 5 = high. 

I believe this unit fulfilled the Encounter Curriculum framework in the following ways:

OBJECTIVES Teacher’s reflections on this unit:

Throughout this unit, I challenged my students to:

 1 2 3 4 5 Experience God

 1 2 3 4 5 Grow in their biblical knowledge

 1 2 3 4 5 Catch a greater vision of what God is like

 1 2 3 4 5 Catch a vision of what God thinks of them

 1 2 3 4 5 Grow as a disciple

 1 2 3 4 5 Experience the gospel

 1 2 3 4 5 Live life differently because of their discoveries

 1 2 3 4 5 Become more discerning in their decision making

 1 2 3 4 5 Develop a servant heart

My students were challenged to contemplate God in the following ways:

  Vision           Gospel           Lordship           Presence

TEACHING STRATEGIES

The following range of strategies were used:

 1 2 3 4 5 Emotional Engagement

 1 2 3 4 5 Dramatic Enthusiasm

 1 2 3 4 5 Physical Movement

 1 2 3 4 5 Variety 

 1 2 3 4 5 Novelty

 1 2 3 4 5 Nine Intelligences

 1 2 3 4 5 Thinking Skills/Inquiry Learning

 1 2 3 4 5 Experiential Learning

 1 2 3 4 5 Reflective Practice

CLASSROOM CULTURE

Rate the classroom culture during this unit:

 1 2 3 4 5 Community

 1 2 3 4 5 Belonging

 1 2 3 4 5 Self-disclosure about real issues

Overall success of this biblical exploration:

 1 2 3 4 5 Head

 1 2 3 4 5 Heart

 1 2 3 4 5 Hand

TEACHER UNIT REFLECTION
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APPENDIX A

TREASURE VERSE POSTERS AND CARDS 
The artwork for these Treasure Verse Posters is available in the Unit Resources Folder. A blank version has been 
supplied should you wish to use additional Treasure Verses throughout the unit. Artwork for small Treasure Verse cards 
(eight per 8.5 x 11 inch page) is also available in the Unit Resources Folder.

“See, I have writtenyour name on thepalms of my hands.”

NLT

Isaiah 49:16a
“I am the LORD your God.

I take hold of your right

 hand. I say to you 'Do not 

be afraid. I will help you’.”

NLTIsaiah 41:13

“But as for me, I will alwaysproclaim what God has done. I will sing praisesto the God of Israel.”

NLT
Psalm 75:9

“I am the LORD your God.

I take hold of your right

 hand. I say to you 'Do not 

be afraid. I will help you’.”

NLT

Isaiah 41:13

“I am the LORD your God.

I take hold of your right

 hand. I say to you 'Do not 

be afraid. I will help you’.”

NLT

Isaiah 41:13

“But as for me, I will always

proclaim what God has 

done. I will sing praises

to the God of Israel.”

NLT

Psalm 75:9

“But as for me, I will always

proclaim what God has 

done. I will sing praises

to the God of Israel.”

NLT

Psalm 75:9

“See, I have written

your name on the

palms of my hands.”

NLT

Isaiah 49:16a

“See, I have written

your name on the

palms of my hands.”

NLT

Isaiah 49:16a
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OFFICIAL SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS
As noted by the General Conference in the Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual, 2015 (19th Edition), Chapter 14

From Growing in Faith 
© 1999, 2002, 2004 Adventist Schools Australia, Ringwood, Victoria 3134

From What We Believe for Kids 
© 2006 Jerry D. Thomas, Pacific Press Publishing Association, Nampa, Idaho

3. The Father:  God the eternal Father is the Creator, Source, Sustainer, and Sovereign of all creation. He is just and holy, merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. The qualities and powers exhibited in the Son and the Holy Spirit are 
also those of the Father. 

(Gen. 1:1; Deut. 4:35; Ps. 110:1, 4; John 3:16; 14:9; 1 Cor. 15:28; 1 Tim. 1:17; 1 John 4:8; Rev. 4:11)

The Father

God the Father is the Source, Sustainer, and Sovereign of all Creation.

God the Father

We don’t know everything about God the Father, but we know He 
loves us because He sent His Son Jesus to save us. (Exodus 34:6 ,7)

8. Great Controversy:  In infinite love and mercy God made Christ, who knew no sin, to be sin for us, so that in Him we might be made 
the righteousness of God. Led by the Holy Spirit we sense our need, acknowledge our sinfulness, repent of our transgressions, and exercise 
faith in Jesus as Saviour and Lord, Substitute and Example. This saving faith comes through the divine power of the Word and is the gift of 
God’s grace. Through Christ we are justified, adopted as God’s sons and daughters, and delivered from the lordship of sin. Through the 
Spirit we are born again and sanctified; the Spirit renews our minds, writes God’s law of love in our hearts, and we are given the power to 
live a holy life. Abiding in Him we become partakers of the divine nature and have the assurance of salvation now and in the judgment.

(Gen. 3:15; Isa. 45:22; 53; Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek. 33:11; 36:25-27; Hab. 2:4; Mark 9:23, 24; John 3:3-8, 16; 16:8; Rom. 3:21-26; 8:1-4, 14-17; 5:6-10; 
10:17; 12:2; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; Gal. 1:4; 3:13, 14, 26; 4:4-7; Eph. 2:4-10; Col. 1:13, 14; Titus 3:3-7; Heb. 8:7 12; 1 Peter 1:23; 2:21, 22; 2 Peter 1:3, 4; 
Rev. 13:8)

The Experience of Salvation

Led by the Holy Spirit, we sense our needs, admit that we are sinful, 
are sorry for our mistakes, and have faith that Jesus is the means of 
our re-adoption into God’s family. 

How God Saves People

Even when we were His enemies, God loves us and sent Jesus  
to save us. When we accept Jesus, He adopts us into His family.  
(1 John 3:1)

APPENDIX B

FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS
Below are the Fundamental Beliefs addressed in this unit. Three versions are offered here to help you communicate the 
message to different levels of understanding. Look for ways to reinforce their focus as you teach this unit.
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Illustrations by Southern Adventist University. Used by permission.

The following illustrations review the story of Moses up to the focus of this unit. Children will describe the leadership of 
Moses in each of these situations. Copy-ready artwork can be found in the Unit Resources Folder.

APPENDIX C

BIBLE STORY ILLUSTRATIONS

2.5.9

2.5.10

2.5.6

2.5.7

2.5.8
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Photo Credits: Lanelle Cobbin, ©iStockphoto.com/Steve Rabin, ©iStockphoto.com/Eric Gevaert, ©iStockphoto.com/
Matej Michelizza, Lanelle Cobbin, ©iStockphoto.com/&#169 Duncan Noakes, © Daniel Villeneuve | Dreamstime.
com, ©iStockphoto.com/Jason Lugo, Lanelle Cobbin, Lanelle Cobbin, Racquel Markwell, Lanelle Cobbin

Copy-ready artwork for this resource can be found in the Unit Resources Folder. It is noted during Learning Context 
and later referred to in Kaizen Learning. Copy one set for each child and cut into individual cards. Place each set 
in an envelope for easy storage. You may want to laminate them for durability and use from one year to the next. 
Below is a reduced sample of these cards. Children will secretly select their top four choices for what best depicts 
“awesome” and line them up facedown next to the card numbers. A partner will also select four choices and lay 
them facedown. When indicated, they will turn them over. How compatible are the partners’ ideas?  Alternatively, 
keep the cards intact and have children identify their four favorites by putting counters on the appropriate squares, 
then compare them.

APPENDIX D

AWESOME CARDS 
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APPENDIX E

DRESSING RELAY INSTRUCTIONS
This game is used in Learning Context. 

1. The class will be divided into two, three, or four teams. This will depend on the 
amount of clothing available. Split each team into two halves and have the 
half-teams at either end of the room. 

2. Place a pile of clothing in the center of the classroom. Mix the types. It 
is important to have some of each of the necessary parts of clothing 
(headpiece, robe or shirt, pants, footwear/sandals). Enhance the experience if 
you are able by using clothing like that the Israelites may have worn. 

3. At a signal, the first child in each team runs to the pile of clothing and must 
put on a headpiece (hat or scarf), a robe or a shirt and pants, and sandals. It 
would be a nice touch to add an item of value (little money bag, gold figurine, 
etc., to highlight the wealth with which the Israelites left). 

4. After each child has dressed himself/herself, they need to run to their 
teammates at the other end of the room and hand the clothing to the  
next student. 

5. This child dresses up and runs to their teammates at the other end of the room, 
thus repeating the process. The pile of clothing needs to be only visited by the 
first student.   
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This Y Chart activity is used during Learning Context to identify what was being seen, heard, and felt as the 
Israelites gathered to leave Egypt. Print enough copies for your class to use when separated into groups of four. 

8.5 x 11 inch print-ready artwork is available in the Unit Resources Folder. 

APPENDIX F

Y CHART 
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APPENDIX G

STORYTELLING INSTRUCTIONS
The following stories are told in Animated/Engaged Learning. Below are noted possible story outlines                                                     
and response activities you may like to include. 

STORY 1:  THE ISRAELITES DEPART FROM EGYPT AND ADVANCE INTO THE HOT DESERT

• Imagine you were leaving Egypt. How would 
you feel? 

• After you had trudged across a hot desert 
for a few days, how would you feel? (Hot, 
thirsty, tired, grumpy, etc.) Show your friends 
a face showing how you are feeling. Can 
they guess your emotion? 

As the story is shared (using a method of your 
choice), have the children get up and act out 
their feelings. 

PLEASE NOTE: Emphasize God’s deliverance and 
leading in this story. Then read the account in  
Exodus 12:31–39.

RESPONSE ACTIVITIES: 

• Show some photos of different desert environments, then remove the pictures and play “I spy with my little 
eye,” listing things they think the Israelites would have seen as they traveled away from Egypt (e.g., lizards, 
snakes, cactus, camels, etc.).

OR

• Have children make things out of Play-Doh® that would have been seen by the passing Israelites.

• Label two containers/shoe boxes with the following emotions: excited and scared. Give children three 
minutes to work with a partner (or small group, if working in a multi-grade classroom) and write down as 
many reasons as they can think of that the Israelites would have been feeling that particular emotion (one 
idea per small piece of paper). Have them put their ideas in the container. Alternatively, write these two 
emotions on the whiteboard and have pairs of children write ideas on two different-colored sticky notes.

STORY 2: GOD PROVIDES A CLOUD BY DAY AND A PILLAR OF FIRE BY NIGHT
Read the account in Exodus 13:17-22.

• Lead the children (using the shofar) to a new 
place in the school for the second part of 
the story. God not only showed the way, He 
also provided what they needed to follow His 
guidance (cloud by day for shelter, pillar of fire by 
night for light/warmth).

• Give each child a paper fan and have them fan 
themselves and complain about the heat, the 
cold, the food, etc.  

• Blow the shofar and have the children listen 
quietly. Use the shepherd’s crook as you stand 
before the children because you are their leader!  

• Give each child a piece of white 
8.5 x 11 inch paper and a red crepe 
paper streamer. Have them hold the 
paper flat over their head and join 
their paper with the other papers so 
all the children are covered by shade. 
They can move their pages gently 
like in the breeze and be shaded by 
God’s cloud. When the fire-by-night 
part of the story is shared, the children 
can wave their red streamers and run 
around (they will get warm).

RESPONSE ACTIVITIES: 

• Have children form two teams and quickly respond to the voice of the leader. Each team will work 
together to hold a blanket above their heads offering shade, just as the cloud offered shade. 
When the leader calls out one of the Treasure Verse references, both teams will run together to a 
designated point. The team who arrives first will say the verse noted by that reference.
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APPENDIX G

Storytelling Instructions (continued)

STORY 3: THE ISRAELITES ARE PURSUED BY THE EGYPTIANS AND CROSS THE RED SEA
Read the account in Exodus 14:5-28.

Before you share this story, demonstrate the 
Doing the Impossible Object Lesson found in 
Appendix H. This final part of the story is the 
crossing of the Red Sea. Pharaoh and his army 
were after the people, but God intervened and 
showed the way to achieve the impossible. 
Moses used his staff, and God opened the sea so 
there was dry land. Read Jeremiah 32:27, “I am 
the Lord, the God of all the peoples of the world. 
Is anything too hard for me?” After sharing the 
story, show the three Story Posters found in your 
Unit Resources Kit.* 

Ask your children to do a popcorn share** of 
words that come to mind as they silently look 
at these pictures. Allow 60 seconds of viewing 
before the popcorn responses begin. 

God provided a way when the situation  
looked impossible.

*Posters entitled “The Red Sea 1,” “The Red 
Sea 2,” “Closing Waters”

**Popcorn share: A random calling out of 
responses from children one at a time.

RESPONSE ACTIVITIES: 

• Give half the children a blue crepe paper streamer. 

• Have the children with the streamers make a corridor for the other children to walk through. 
The streamers can be waved to simulate the moving sea.  

• This activity can also show the leadership role of Moses. Use your long, sturdy stick (see Unit 
Preparation, No. 6) as Moses’ staff, raise it in the air, and sound the shofar to lead the people 
through the sea. When all the children are across, lower your staff. 

• The children with the streamers need to fall into the pathway and close the sea road.

OR

• Use a parachute (or a bed sheet). Divide your class into three teams. Team 1 will raise and lower 
the parachute, Team 2 will be the Israelites who successfully run under the parachute while it is 
lifted. Team 3 will be the Egyptians. Group 1 will drop the parachute on them as they run under it. 

REVIEW OF ALL STORIES
• Have children recall the details of all three stories by progressively jumping on review stepping 

stones that traverse the width of the Red Sea. Cut stone shapes out of cardboard, and write 
the following words, one on each stone: hopeless, dark, victory, trapped, staff, fear, noise, 
celebration, and leader. As children jump from stone to stone, they will recall how that word 
was featured in the story. (You may want to duplicate the stony paths so more children can be 
involved at once.) 
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APPENDIX H 

OBJECT LESSON

DOING THE IMPOSSIBLE 

This Object Lesson uses a paper cutting activity to demonstrate that when we follow the right path we can achieve 
what is seemingly impossible.

What you need: 
• Two 8.5 x 11 inch sheets of paper 

• Pair of scissors 

• Pattern provided below 

What you do: 
1. Ask a child to cut a big hole in one piece  

of paper. 

2. When the hole is cut, ask the child to climb 
through the hole. Have the child try. 

3. Ask, “Who thinks it is impossible to climb through 
the hole?” 

4. Tell them you are going to cut a hole by 
following the path or “way.”

5.  Fold the sheet of paper in half and cut 
according to the pattern on the following page 
(practice beforehand to get it right). You could 
draw the lines on the paper so the children can 
see “the way.”

What happens: 

When you open it up, it should make a continuous 
loop. Ask the child to step through the loop. Point out 
that what appeared impossible was made possible 
when the right way was followed.

Discuss: 
• Could (student’s name) step through the hole 

he/she cut?   

• Why could I cut a hole big enough for (student’s 
name) to step through? 

What you say: 

I could cut a big hole because I knew the right way 
to do it. Today our Bible story is about something that 
seemed impossible to Moses and the children of Israel. 
Let’s find out how God showed the way to achieve  
the impossible. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Alternatively, you could cut “the way” as you are telling the story and reveal the loop at the end. 

Fo
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e

INSTRUCTIONS FOR OBJECT LESSON PAPER CUTTING

   

Fold the 8.5 x 11 inch paper in half length-wise (i.e., fold it 
so the two short edges are together; it becomes  
8.5 x 5.5).  

Make two cuts from the folded edge in, each one about 
a half inch from the side, but don’t cut all the way down 
to the short edge. Leave these flaps attached.  

Now you should have a folded piece with one cut near 
each edge. 
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APPENDIX H

Object Lesson (continued)

Use your scissors to cut along the fold line in the large 
middle part, but don’t cut the flaps on either side.  

 

Ensure it’s still folded for this part.  

Now start making parallel cuts in the big block between 
the edge flaps. Make these about 1/2 inch (1.5 cm) 
apart and parallel to the first two cuts you did. Make one 
cut from the short edge inward, almost all the way but 
not quite (just like you did for the edge flaps), then make 
a cut from the other edge (the one that was folded and 
that you cut) almost all the way but not quite. 

Repeat this process until you have made cuts like this in 
the entire block. 

 

If you have done it correctly, it should unfold into a large, 
thin loop. 
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APPENDIX I

JEHOVAH SABAOTH TITLE POSTER
These posters of a name of God and its meaning are used during Heart Learning and are attached to the white 
section, adding to the collection of names under the canopy tent. Search online to find out more about these 
names of God, if desired.

The following is an overview of what is explored in the color canopy throughout this series.

Jehovah
Sabaoth

The LORDof Hosts(of armies)

UNIT CANOPY 
COLOR MEANING NAME OF GOD 

(MEANING)

2.2 
God Protects Moses 

Brown 
The desert landscape, straw and 

bricks, sadness of the people 
because of the years of slavery. 

El Roi 
(The God Who Sees) 

2.3 
God Prepares Moses 

Gold 
The gold of Egypt, Moses’ fiery 
encounter with God in Midian. 

Adonai 
(The God Who is Lord) 

2.4 
God Frees His People 

Red 
The blood on the doorposts and 
the eventual sacrifice of Jesus. 

El Shaddai 
(The Almighty God) 

2.5 
God Provides a Way 

White 

The power of God represented 
in the cloud that stood between 

His people and the Egyptians and 
in Unit 2.6, the manna that God 

provided each day. 

Jehovah Sabaoth 
(The Lord of Hosts) 
(The God of Armies) 

2.6 
God Provides for Needs

Blue 

God provided for the people’s 
needs with water (blue) and 

food. Biblically, this color 
represents obedience in response 

to God’s amazing grace. 

Jehovah Jireh 
(The God Who Provides) 

2.8 
God Provides His Presence 

Purple 
A royal color. God, their King, 

finally comes to live with them in 
the Sanctuary. 

Jehovah Shammah 
(The God Who is There) 
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APPENDIX J

The following activity is used in Heart Learning. Cut two corners out of an 8.5 x 11 inch piece of paper. Children 
can then construct this Gate-Fold card and draw a picture of the Red Sea experience of the sea opening for the 
Israelites to walk through.

Print-ready artwork is available in the Unit Resources Folder. 

Encourage the children to take this home and use it to share the story of the Israelites’ escape through the Red Sea.

GATE-FOLD ACTIVITY

Cut out a 3 inch 
(7.5 cm) square 
from the top 
two corners. 

Cut out a 3 inch 
(7.5 cm) square 
from the top two 

corners. 

Fold side flaps 
inwards along 

the dotted lines 
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APPENDIX J

Gate-fold Activity (continued)

Jehovah Sabaoth 

Jehovah Sabaoth 
Glue cotton balls 
around the words 
"Jehovah Sabaoth" 

Children draw ocean 
waves on the front two 

fold in panels. 
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APPENDIX K

HAND TEMPLATES 
These Hand Templates are used to explore the concept of God holding our hands in Engaged Learning. Print-ready 
artwork is in the Unit Resources Folder. Ensure the top hand is enlarged as much as possible, as it represents God’s hand.
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APPENDIX L

Artwork by Sophie Risuleo 

The following Moses Illustration is used in Life Learning to explore the qualities of a leader. Children will 
brainstorm the leadership qualities Moses demonstrated. These qualities can be written inside this illustration. 
Both color and outline versions are included in the Unit Resources Folder. Select your preferred version.

MOSES ILLUSTRATION
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