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Peer Review Guidance 

1. Read the introductory paragraph. Is there a thesis statement toward the end of the 
introduction? Does the thesis statement contain main ideas? How many main ideas 
are there? Please underline the thesis statement and mark 1, 2, or 3 on each main 
idea. Are these main ideas at the same level of generality? Are they sequenced in 
accordance with importance? If you cannot find a thesis statement, drawing on what 
you have read so far, what do you expect to read in the following paragraphs? 
Summarize it in one sentence and show it to your partner.  

 

 

   
2. Now read the first few sentences in the second paragraph. Did the writer write 

according to your expectation(s)? If not, what did the writer write instead? Do you 
think that writer was sidetracked? Go back to the thesis statement to make sure that 
you understand the main ideas. Did the author talk about the first main idea in the 
thesis statement? If not, remind him/her that he/she should. Are there any concrete 
examples or explanation in this paragraph to support the main idea? Are they well 
balanced (in terms of sentence length and depth of discussion)? Are they relevant and 
sequenced properly? Is there any direct quotation or paraphrased information in this 
paragraph? Is the quotation supporting the argument the writer has made? Check the 
original source if your partner wrote a paraphrase to make sure that the paraphrase 
reflects accurate information.    
 
 
 
 
 

3. Read the first sentence of the third paragraph. Did your partner use any transitions to 
connect this paragraph with the previous one? If not, can you suggest one? Is there a 
topic sentence that corresponds to the second main idea in the thesis statement? 
Make a suggestion if there is not. Are there any concrete examples or explanation in 
this paragraph to support the main idea of this paragraph? Are they well balanced (in 
terms of sentence length and depth of discussion)? Are they relevant and sequenced 
properly? Is there any direct quotation or paraphrased information in this paragraph? 
Is the quotation supporting the argument the writer has made? Check the original 
source if your partner wrote a paraphrase to make sure that the paraphrase reflects 
accurate information.  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4. Read the first sentence of the fourth paragraph. Does this paragraph connect well to 
the previous one? If not, can you suggest a sentence connector? Is there a topic 
sentence that corresponds to the third main idea in the thesis statement? Make a 
suggestion if there is not. Are there any concrete examples or explanation in this 
paragraph to support the main idea of this paragraph? Are they relevant and 
sequenced properly? Did your partner use pronouns and paraphrase to avoid 
repetition? Is there any direct quotation or paraphrased information in this 
paragraph? Is the quotation supporting the argument the writer has made? Check the 
original source if your partner wrote a paraphrase to make sure that the paraphrase 
reflects accurate information.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Read the conclusion. Does it begin with a restatement (but different wording) of the 
thesis statement? If not, suggest one. Does the conclusion move to more general 
statements on the   topic as a whole? Does the conclusion contain too much irrelevant 
information to the thesis statement? If yes, make a suggestion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What did you learn from reading this essay, either in language use or content? Is 
there anything nice you want to say about this essay? Are there any grammatical 
errors or inappropriate word usage?  

 


