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What is our goal? 



What is Power Writing? 



What does it mean to write well? 

Effective writing is UNICODED. 

Unified 

Coherent 

Detailed 

Deductive 



What does unified mean? 

Everything relates to the main idea. 

Foods 

Pizza 

Burgers 

Pasta 



Which is unified? 

Example A 
{A, 1, B, 2, C, 3…} 

Example B 
{1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6…} 

Main Idea: Numbers 



What does coherent mean? 

Ideas are smoothly connected. 

Two attractions lure tourists to Paris, France. 

One is the Eiffel Tower. 

The other is the Louvre. 



How do you achieve coherence? 

Transitions 

Linking Words 

One Another 

Collocations 

Associated 
Words or Ideas 

Baseball, 
Bat 

Ice Cream, 
Cone 

Repetitions 

Repeated 
Words/Ideas 

Attractions Landmarks 



Identifying Coherence Signals  

Find the transitions, collocations, and repetitions.  

Two attractions lure tourists to Paris, France. 

One attraction is the Eiffel Tower. 

Another attraction is the Louvre. 



Today’s Focus: Composition 

Let’s see how Power Writing can 
help us to organize our ideas into 
main ideas, supporting ideas, and 
details and develop them from 
words to phrases, sentences, 
paragraphs, and essays. 



Organizing Ideas 

All ideas can be organized into main ideas, 
supporting ideas, and details. 
 
 1) Main Ideas 
       2) Supporting Ideas 
            3) Details 



The Meaning of 1, 2, 3 

In Power Writing, we assign a number to each 
type of idea. A one (1) equals a main idea, a 
two (2) equals a supporting idea, and a three 
(3) equals a detail. 
 

1) Main Idea 
   2) Supporting Idea 
       3) Detail 
 

1) California Attractions 
   2) Disneyland 
       3) Space Mountain 
 



Sorting Activity 

Put the main idea after the 1), the supporting 
ideas after the 2’s, and the details after the 3’s. 

• Magenta 
• Emerald 
• Blue 
• Colors 
• Red 
• Green 
• Azure 

1) 
 2) 
  3) 
 2) 
  3) 
 2) 
  3) 

Colors 

Red 

Magenta 

Blue 

Azure 

Green 

Emerald 

The order of red, blue, and green is changeable; however, the connection 
between red and magenta, blue and azure, and green and emerald is fixed. 



The Three Powers 

1) First Power 

• Main Idea 

2) Second Power 

• Supporting 
Idea 

3) Third Power 

• Detail 

We call main ideas, supporting ideas, and details 
the “three powers” in Power Writing because 
they have the power to help us organize all of 
our ideas. 



Can words have power? 

Words have power to organize ideas. 

Some are more general (more powerful). 

Some are more specific (less powerful). 

In the following example, which word has the 
most power? (Put the words in 1-2-3 order.) 



Which has the most power? 

1) 
    2) 
        3) 
 

Secretary 
Manager 
President 
 

President 
Manager 

Secretary 



Can you find the three powers? 

Directions: Work in pairs. Fill in the blanks. Write 1 for a 
main idea, 2 for a supporting idea, and 3 for a detail. 
 
     __California has many beautiful cities.  __One is San 
Diego.  __ Arguably, San Diego’s greatest attraction is 
Balboa Park, home to museums built to resemble Spanish 
palaces, botanical gardens, cozy theaters, and a grand 
outdoor concert hall.  __Another of California’s beautiful 
cities is Santa Barbara.  __Perhaps its most popular 
attraction is its historic State Street, home to restaurants, 
shops, theaters, and more.  

1 2 
3 

2 
3 



Think-Pair-Share 

1) Main Idea 

• Cities 

2) Supporting 
Idea: 

• San Diego 

3) Detail: 

• Balboa Park 

Most good writing in English is organized 
deductively, or from the general to the specific. 
How can using 1-2-3 order help you to organize 
your ideas from the general to the specific? 



From General to Specific 

1) Main Idea 

• Food 

2) Supporting 
Idea: 

• Pizza 

3) Detail: 

• Vegetable 
Pizza 

Notice that if we put our ideas in 1-2-3 order, 
then our ideas progress from the general to the 
specific. For example, food is more general than 
pizza, and pizza is more general than vegetable 
pizza. 



Developing Your Ideas 

Power Writing helps you to develop your ideas 
one step at a time through several levels of 
composition. 



What are the levels of composition? 

Word 

Phrase 

Sentence 

Paragraph 

Essay 

Book 



Examples 

Let’s look at some examples of how to use 1-2-3 order and 
levels of composition to develop your ideas. 

In these examples, we’ll  see how to use Power Writing to 
compose a travel essay, describing the attractions of Jeju 
Island, a beautiful island off the southern coast of Korea. 

First, though, let’s look at some pictures of Jeju Island. 



Jeju is a volcanic island. 



Jeju has beautiful gardens. 



Jeju has luxury beachfront hotels. 



Jeju’s has pristine beaches. 



Jeju’s Volcano, Halla Mountain 



Jeju boasts several waterfalls. 



Jeju’s Misty Forests 



Jeju’s Hiking Trails 



Jeju’s Rivers 



How can we use Power Writing? 

1) First, identify your 
main idea. 
2) Then, identify your 

supporting ideas. 
3) Then, identify 

your details. 

The next slide shows an example. 



Word Power Outline 

1) Jeju 
2) Jungmun 

3) Hotels 
3) Beaches 
3) Attractions 

2) Halla 
  3) Lake 
  3) Forests 
  3) Hiking 



Phrase Power Outline 

1) Jeju, the “Hawaii of Korea” 
2) Jungmun, a resort town 

3) Luxurious Beachfront Hotels 
3) Pristine Beaches 
3) World-class Attractions 

2) Halla Mountain, an extinct volcano 
3) An Impressive Crater Lake 
3) Gorgeous Forests 
3) Excellent Hiking Trails 

 



Sentence Power Outline 

General 

Specific 



Paragraph Power 

     __Jeju has been called the “Hawaii of Korea” for several reasons.  
__Like Hawaii, Jeju boasts opulent resorts, especially Jungmun.  
__Visitors to Jungmun can enjoy  luxurious beachfront hotels, such as 
the Shilla, Hyatt, and Lotte.  __Just a stone’s throw from these hotels  
lies Jungmun Beach, one of Jeju’s most pristine shores.  __After lazing 
on the beach for part of the day, visitors to Jungmun can enjoy exciting 
attractions, both natural and man-made, such as Cheonjiyeon 
Waterfall, an 18-hole golf course, casinos, and live shows.  __In addition 
to its resorts, Jeju shares another trait in common with Hawaii—a 
volcano, Halla Mountain. __Because it is no longer active, it is safe to 
climb to the summit of Halla, which commands a breathtaking view of 
the crater lake and the entire island on a clear day.  __On the way to the 
summit, hikers can enjoy some of the most excellent hiking trails in 
Korea. __Walking through lush verdant forests, they will enjoy the 
peacefulness only found in the Land of the Morning Calm—Korea. 

1 
2 
3 

3 
3 

2 
3 

3 
3 



How can you expand a paragraph into an essay? 
 

DIVIDE + DEVELOP 



Dividing a Paragraph into an Essay 

Paragraph 
1) Topic Sentence 
   2) Supporting Sentence 
        3)  Detail Sentence 
   2)  Supporting Sentence                            
       3)   Detail Sentence 
   2)  Supporting Sentence 
       3)   Detail Sentence 
1) Concluding Sentence 

Essay 
1) Thesis 
    2) Topic Sentence  
          3) Detail  
    2)  Topic Sentence 
          3) Detail 
    2) Topic Sentence 
          3) Detail 
1) Clincher 

Introduction 

Body ¶ 1 

Conclusion 

To develop a 12323231 paragraph into an essay, simply divide it into five paragraphs 
stems (1/23/23/23/1) and develop each stem with further elaborating details. 

Body ¶ 2 

Body ¶ 3 



Baby 1-2-2 Essay 

          Jeju has been called the “Hawaii of Korea” for several reasons.   
  

           
     Like Hawaii, Jeju boasts opulent resorts, especially Jungmun.  Visitors to Jungmun can enjoy  
luxurious beachfront hotels, such as the Shilla, Hyatt, and Lotte.  Just a stone’s throw from these 
hotels  lies Jungmun Beach, one of Jeju’s most pristine shores.  After lazing on the beach for part 
of the day, visitors to Jungmun can enjoy exciting attractions, both natural and man-made, such 
as Cheonjiyeon Waterfall, an 18-hole golf course, casinos, and live shows.   
  

          In addition to its resorts, Jeju shares another trait in common with Hawaii—a volcano, 
Halla Mountain. Because it is no longer active, it is safe to climb to the summit of Halla, which 
commands a breathtaking view of the crater lake and the entire island on a clear day.  On the way 
to the summit, hikers can enjoy some of the most excellent hiking trails in Korea. Walking 
through lush verdant forests, they will enjoy the peacefulness only found in the Land of the 
Morning Calm—Korea. 

1) Introduction 

2) Body Paragraph 1 

2) Body Paragraph 2 



How can you develop a baby essay into an adult 
essay? 
 

FOLLOW THE 
TEMPLATE! 



The Power Essay Template 

• Hook: An attention-grabbing device 
• Topic Presentation: Background information 
• Thesis: The main idea of the essay 

Introduction 

• Topic Sentence 
• Supporting Sentences 
• Detail Sentences 
• Concluding Sentence 

Body 

• Thesis Restatement: Rephrasing the thesis 
• Summary: Reviewing the key ideas of the essay 
• Clincher:  A strong concluding remark 

Conclusion 



The Power Essay 

•  You’ve heard of Hawaii, and you’ve heard of 
Korea, but have you heard of the “Hawaii of Korea?” If 
not you’re missing out on one of Asia’s most attractive 
tourist destinations—Jeju Island.    Located off the 
southern coast of Korea, this subtropical island lures 
Korean, Japanese, and Chinese honeymooners as well 
as world-class entertainers such as Michael Jackson.  
One visit will clarify what newlyweds and pop stars find 
so alluring about Jeju Island: its world-class resorts and 
tourist attractions. 

Introduction 

The “Hawaii of Korea” 

Where is the hook (H), topic presentation (P) and thesis (T)? 

H 

P 

P 

T 



The Power Essay 
 
 

•  Like Hawaii, Jeju boasts opulent resorts, especially 
Jungmun.  Visitors to Jungmun can enjoy  luxurious 
beachfront hotels.  The most expensive hotels in the 
resort—the Shilla, Hyatt, and Lotte—will appeal to those 
who wish to be pampered in elegance.  Just a stone’s 
throw from these hotels lies Jungmun Beach, one of Jeju’s 
most pristine shores. Enjoy sunbathing, wind surfing, 
swimming, and freshly caught raw seafood on this 
popular beach.  After lazing on the beach for part of the 
day, visitors to Jungmun can enjoy exciting attractions, 
both natural and man-made. The Cheonjiyeon Waterfall 
and Yeomiji Botanical Garden will appeal to nature 
lovers, while entertainment lovers and leisure sports 
enthusiasts might prefer Jungmun’s 18-hole golf course, 
casinos, and live shows.  
 
 

Body 
Paragraph 

One 

Analyze each sentence. Is it a 1, 2, or 3? 

1 
2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 



The Power Essay 

•  __In addition to its resorts, Jeju shares 
another trait in common with Hawaii—a 
volcano, Halla Mountain. __A major tourist 
attraction in the region, Halla lures hikers from 
all over Korea. __Crisscrossing its slopes, hiking 
trails cut through verdant pine forests 
interrupted by bubbling brooks. __Unlike 
Hawaii’s  volcanoes, Halla lies dormant. __The 
only drama a visit to its caldera presents consists 
of the breathtaking view of the island it 
commands and the reflection of the heavens 
glimpsed in its crater lake. 

Body 
Paragraph 

Two 

Fill in the blanks with 1 , 2, or 3. 

1 

2 

3 

2 
3 



The Power Essay 

•   __If Hawaii seems attractive, but crowds of 
tourists don’t, perhaps you should consider 
vacationing on Jeju Island, the “Hawaii of 
Korea.” __Like Hawaii, you can enjoy luxurious 
resorts, beachfront hotels, exciting attractions, 
and gorgeous scenery on Jeju, especially at 
Jungmun Resort and Halla Mountain. 
__Discover the charms of Jeju Island, which have 
delighted pop stars and newlyweds alike. 

Conclusion 

Can you find the thesis restatement (R), summary (S), and clincher (C)? 

R 

S 

C 



Power Writing Review 

1. In Power Writing, what do the following 
numbers mean: 1, 2, and 3? 

2. What are the levels of composition? 
3. What does unified mean? 
4. What does coherent mean? 
5. What does detailed mean? 
6. What does deductive mean? 



Homework 

• We’ve just learned how to organize and 
develop our main ideas, supporting ideas, 
and details from words into phrases, 
sentences, paragraphs, and essays. 

• In addition, Power Writing teaches you 
sentence writing skills. To learn about 
sentences, you’ll memorize 35 sentence 
patterns. Here is how. 



Homework 

• I’m going to pass out a list of 35 sentence 
patterns to you now. 

• You should buy flashcards. You’ll write the 
name of the pattern on one side of the card 
(e.g. Strong Active Verb) and the bold print 
example from the list of 35 Sentence Pattern 
(e.g. “A gentle answer deflects wrath.”) on the 
back of the flash card. Use the flash cards to 
help you memorize the patterns.   



Why memorize patterns? 

• The best way to learn a pattern is to 
memorize it. Later, we’ll use these patterns 
to write sentences, paragraphs, and essays, 
but first you must learn the patterns before 
you can use them to write. If you only read 
about the pattern , you’ll soon forget it. 
However, by memorizing it, you’ll be 
creating mental schema that help you to 
internalize the pattern. 



Making Memorizing Enjoyable 

• The sample sentence patterns you are asked 
to memorize have been drawn from books 
of quotations. These are memorable 
sentences which are worth thinking about 
and memorizing. They demonstrate 
effective sentence creation skills and often 
contain cultural knowledge as well. 



Strategies 
• You can make songs or raps about the patterns 

to help you memorize them.  
• You can ask native speakers to read them 

aloud, while recording their voice. 
• Later you can listen to the recording of them 

reading the sentence patterns and use the 
recording to help you remember the sentence 
patterns. 

• By repeating the sentences after the native 
speaker, you can improve your pronunciation.  



What to do with sentence patterns 

• Have students create comic books using 
ToonDoo.com in which they narrate a story 
using sentence patterns. 



What to do with sentence patterns 

• Have students create variations on the 
sentence patterns. 



What to do with sentence patterns 

• Have students tell their life story using 
sentence patterns. 



What to do with sentence patterns 

• Have students rewrite a paragraph or story 
using sentence patterns. 



What to do with sentence patterns 

• Have students analyze essays by effective 
writers (prior students, you, professional 
authors) and identify any sentence patterns 
they contain. 



What to do with Sentence Patterns 

• Give students an in-class writing assignment the class period 
after they were tested on the sentence patterns. Give them a 
topic to write on (or let them choose a topic). The only rule is 
that they must use all of the sentence patterns they learned for 
the last quiz in their writing. As a prompt to get their creative 
juices flowing, give them an example of 1-3 different paragraphs 
that use all of the sentence patterns learned for the last quiz. 
Each paragraph should use the patterns in a different order to 
model variation in usage. Spend some time reading and 
analyzing these paragraphs, identifying each sentence pattern. 
This might be a pre-assignment that students do alone or in 
pairs or small groups. (The paragraphs might all be on the same 
topic or on different topics.) Have students footnote each 
sentence they write, explaining which pattern they used in the 
footnotes. 



What to do with Sentence Patterns 

• Create worksheets with the sentence 
patterns the students learned for the last 
quiz, but using new examples of each 
pattern (i.e., where patterns are the same, 
but the topic or content of the sentence is 
different). Have students match the new 
examples with the pattern name. 



Further Resources 

• This is just an overview of Power Writing. 
• I have created many more resources on 

Power Writing. 
• For more information, please contact me at 

augustchamplin@gmail.com. 
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