
FIRST-YEAR WRITING’S FUTURE
Current trends in the field



“This new composition includes rhetoric and is 
about literacy. New composition includes the 
literacy of print: it adds on to it and brings the 
notions of practice and activity and circulation and 
media and screen and networking to our 
conceptions of process. It will require a new 
expertise of us as it does of our students. And 
ultimately, new composition may require a new 
site for learning for all of us. 

-Kathleen Blake Yancey



NCTE POSITION STATEMENT ON MULTIMODAL LITERACIES

“[S]tudents are very sophisticated readers and producers of multimodal work.  

They can be helped to understand how the works make meaning, how they  

are based on conventions, and how they are created for and respond to  

specific communities or audiences.”



Framework for Success in Postsecondary Writing 
                                  - CWPA, NCTE/CCCC, & NWP



HABITS OF MIND

➤ Curiosity 

➤ Openness 

➤ Engagement 

➤ Creativity 

➤ Persistence 

➤ Responsibility 

➤ Flexibility 

➤ Metacognition



WRITING, READING & CRITICAL ANALYSIS 

➤ Rhetorical knowledge 

➤ Critical thinking 

➤ Writing processes 

➤ Knowledge of conventions 

➤ Ability to compose in 
multiple environments



MULTIMODAL 
COMPOSITION



THE FIVE MODES

➤ Linguistic - word choice; 
delivery of spoken or written 
text; organization of text into 
phrases, sentences, etc 

➤ Visual - color, layout, style, 
size, perspective 

➤ Aural - music, sound effects, 
tone of voice, emphasis 

➤ Spatial - arrangement, 
organization, proximity 

➤ Gestural - facial expressions, 
hand gestures, body language, 
interaction between people



“Students can’t write.

-Colleagues from other disciplines



TEACHING FOR 
TRANSFER



How can we help students develop writing knowledge and practices that they can 
draw upon, use, and repurpose for new writing tasks in new settings?



KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER AND METACOGNITION

➤ Low road transfer: skills in similar situations (writing a 
rhetorical analysis essay then a position essay) 

➤ High road transfer: skills in different situations (rhetorical 
analysis then a lab report) 

➤ Metacognition: reflective thinking and student monitoring of 
own learning



DEVELOP WRITING LANGUAGE

➤ Rhetorical situation 

➤ Exigence 

➤ Audience 

➤ Genre 

➤ Context 

➤ Purpose 

➤ Discourse community 

➤ Reflection



FOCUS ON WRITER

➤ Less is more 

➤ Opportunities for reflection 

➤ Simulate other contexts 

➤ Reveal the “why” 

➤ Recognize weaknesses AND 
strengths 

➤ Self monitoring and self 
evaluation 

➤ Connect to their goals



WRITING ABOUT WRITING

➤ Wardle and Downs (2007) 

➤ Writing is always contextual 

➤ Metacognitive 

➤ Study of writing theory 

➤ Understand writing process 



AUTOETHNOGRAPHY

➤ Write an essay 

➤ Study writing behavior while writing essay 

➤ Keep notes, double-entry log, record self, etc. 

➤ Code findings for patterns 

➤ Writer reports on own behavior, strengths 

➤ Reflects on process, makes a plan for improvement
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